
Government of the Union of Myanmar 
Ministry of  Livestock and Fisheries 

I)EP:IRTMENT OF FISHERIES 

DIRECT1 \'E No. (7 /98)  

.\ugtrst 3 .  1998 

In exercise af the powers confert-ed by Section 23 of the Myanma 

Marine Fisheries Law 1990, the Director- General ofthe Department of Fisheries 

hereby issues the following Directive for fixing the total volatile basic nitrogen 

(TVB-N) limit values for certain categories of fishery products 

Fixing the total~volstile basic nitrogen (TVB-N) liniit values and 

Histamine limits values for certain categories of fishery products 

1.1 This Directive confines the limit of total volatile basic nitrogen (TVB- 

N) values and Histamine value for certain categories offishery products 

and specifies the sampling plan to be used. 

1.2 Unprocessed fishery products belong to the species categories Iistcd 

in Annex I shall be regarded as unfit for human consumption where, 

organoleptic assessemet having raised doubts as to their freshness, 

chemical checks reveaI that the following TVB-N limits are exceeded: 

( a )  25 milligrams of nitrogen1100 grams of flesh for the species 

referred to in point A of Annex I; 

(b) 30 milligrams of nitrogen/] 00 grams of flesh for the species 

referred to in point B of Annex I; 

(c) 3.5 nlilljgrams of nitrogen/100 g r a m  of flesh for the species 

referred to in point C of Annex. t ;  



2 1 The sajamp\c must be consist of about (me hundt ed prams of flesh, taken 

frmrl at feast three diff'erent puil~ts  and mixed toyctller bl. yr.inding. 

\ L;t~proces.iecl fisher-! prociucrs sl~all hc ~c?artlc.d as uu l i r  for- h u ~ n a n  

co!i.sc~~~lptioii i t  here orzsncdrp~iz at;>c\5lticill I~a\, tr is r-aiscd i i o t l h r ~  as 

to their ti.cs!lness. ct~en~icr-tl checks tc~ ,ea l  that the i~dtolf in? I i l n i t  s of' 
sampling plan ek aluation far Histarnine are exceeded 

4 I Nine sample must be taken from each batch. These must fulfil the 

following requirements: 
- the meau value must not exceed 100 ppm, 
- tlvo samples may have value uf more than 100 ?>pm but less than 

200 ppm; 
- t-lo samples inay ha1.c value exceeding 200 ppm; 

These Iimits apply only to fish species of the follr>wing f'an~ilics; 

Scombridac a11d Clupeidae 

However, fish belonging to these families which have undergone 

enzyme ripening treatment in brine Inay have higher histamine levels 

but not more than twice the above value. 

Rejection o f  lot for export 

5.1 if at] authorized oflicer inspects fish and fisht~y product that does not 

meet the requirements of this Directive. oficer shall reject the food 

for expat-t. 

6.1 Any licettce-holder for the process;ng of fish and fishery products shall 

abide by this Dir ec~ivc as one of the conditions of the licence 

6.2 On violation of the any terms or condir ions of the Directive. criminal 

actioli may be taken under Section 45  uf the Myanmar Marine Fisheries 



La\\. 1990 and the licence-holder rnav also be liable to suspeusion, 

revocation, termination and cancellation of the licence under Section 

24 of the said t a ~ i . .  

Sd xx Soe Win 

Director General 

Department of Fisheries 

ANNEX I 

Species categoried for which a TVB-N limit value is fixed:- 

(a) Sebastes spp., Helicolenus, dactylopterus, sebasticthys, capensis 

(b) Speciesbelongingtothepleuronectidaefamily(withtheexceptionof 

halibut: hippoglossus spp;) 

(c) Ssllmo salar species belonging to the merluciidae family species 

belonging to the gadidae family. 


