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26 February 2019
Circular Letter to importers of pet food/animal feed

Dear Sir/Madam,

Importation/transhipment of pet food/animal feed to/via Hong Kong

We have no objection to the importation/transhipment of pet food/animal feed to/via Hong Kong. Nevertheless,
no import permit will be issued by this Department for such purpose. If the products contain materials derived from
ruminant or poultry origin or milk, it is recommended that a veterinary certificate issued/endorsed by the relevant
official veterinary authority in the country of export be accompanied with the pet food/animal feed importing into Hong
Kong to facilitate trade and re-export. Please find below some relevant provisions for the veterinary certificate.

1. The certified materials were derived from ruminant animals that have passed ante-mortem and post-mortem
inspections, and were not found any evidence or clinical signs of any disease transmissible by the certified
materials. These animals did not show any clinical signs of generalised central nervous system disease.

2. The materials were not derived from bovine animals that were subject to any official restrictions by the
competent veterinary authority of the country/state for the risk of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE).

3. The materials were sourced from bovine animals that were in live condition prior to the slaughter, and were not
subject to a stunning process, i.e. with a device injecting compressed air or gas into the cranial cavity, or to a
pithing process prior to being slaughtered.

4. The feeding of ruminants with meat-and-bone meal and greaves derived from ruminants has been prohibited in

the country of production for at least eight years.

The products of ruminant origin were derived from animals slaughtered in licensed premises.

The certified materials of ruminant origin were not derived from downer animals.

Any components of the certified material of bovine origin were not derived from the following Specified Risk

Materials (SRM) from any cattle in any BSE affected countries; the brains, skulls, eyes, spinal cords, vertebral

columns of cattle 12 months of age and older, and the tonsils and distal ileum of the small intestines of any cattle

regardless of age.

8. Every precaution was taken to prevent direct or indirect contact during the slaughter, processing and handling of
the bovine origin ingredients with the aforementioned SRM in item 7.

9. If the products comprise materials derived from poultry origin, they have to be treated to ensure the destruction
of Avian Influenza virus by a heat treatment of:

. 75°C for at least 30 minutes

10. Necessary precautions were taken to avoid contact of the treated poultry-containing products with any source of
avian influenza virus.

11. The packets have been clearly labelled as “for pet food only” or “dog food” or “cat food" or “not for human
consumption”.

12. The products do not contain any prohibited chemicals. In case the product contains any specified agricultural
and veterinary chemicals, all information such as the amount of each type of chemicals, instructions for use, the
withholding period and the name and address of the importer, must be clearly displayed on the packet in
accordance with the legal requirements. (For details, please visit http:/lwww.legislation.gov.hk/eng/home.htm and
refer to Sections 12 and 13 of the Public Health (Animals And Birds) (Chemical Residues) Regulation (Cap. 139 sub. leg. N).

13.  The milk or milk-based products have undergone pasteurisation.

14.  Appropriate control and monitoring measures are in place to prevent the products from presenting a risk to
animal health.

pl> >

Thank you for your attention in this matter. Should you have any further enquiries, please feel free to contact
our staff at 2150 7063.

Yours faithfully;,

Dr. SZE Ling-wai, Tommy
for Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

(BFEEA D74 Chinese text on the reverse page)

(N:\permit & Certification\letter\circular letter\circular letter re import of pet food animal feed-Jan 19B)
HOFFX T ERAASAEETEZERE

Please address all replies to Director of Agriculture Fisheries and Conservation



